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Growing plants in a greenhouse is the dream of most avdenevs. Before
get started, let’s review what your greenhouse is capable of a

it properly. It's best to know how to maintain optimimal conditions in
greenhouse if you want your plants to thrive in their perfect enviromen

Having your own greenhouse provides multiple benefits:

The ability to start seeds earlier

It provides the perfect enviroment for exotic plants
Fresh vegetables year round

Excellent conditions for over-wintering tender plants

Our greenhouses come in different sizes, and depending on the s
you purchase, your greenhouse may include an electric package (1
exhaust fan as well as heating and cooling theww ats.)
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Heating and Ventilation | )

The ideal temperature inside the greenhouse is about 80° to 857, so the first and most important lesson
is learning how to keep the mtemal temperature steady. Greenhouses wmainly lmrhss the sun's rays to
heat the mterior aiv, although some wmay also have supplemental heat sources powered by gas or electric
heaters. Just like a car, the buildings interior can quickly heat up to over 100°0n a warm, suany day.
You must requlate the temperature or you risk stressing and perhaps even killing your plants.

We recommend setting the COOLING thermostat to 8 5°F and the HEATING

thermostat to 55°- 70°F. We also recomumend NON -DIGITAL oil filled electric .

space heaters, because they are veliable, long lasting and economical. All our
greenhouses include an auto -vent that does not require electricity. The opener
has a metal cylinder containing a mineral which expands when heated.

This happens at 80° -90° -
This pushes a piston that opens the vent. As the temperature cools, the =
mineral shr(nfs and a spring closes the vent and resets the piston.

The opening and closing of the vent is gradual allowing just the right

amount of air flow for cooling. Y .

=

For the summer time, here are some tips to ensure good ventilation:
* On warm days, open the window on the storm door to allow a breeze to cool the gre
* Make sure the exhaust fan is turning on and off as needed. You can also use additional

as needed to keep the air moving.

* Shade cloth (a thick scveen like material) can be strvetched over the top of the
hot seasons to cool the plants and shade them j
It can be purchased through Tek Supply: 1 -800-835-7877
Controlling the Humidity

Humidity offers many benefits, particularly to tropical plants. Unless
keep the greenhouse at least SO percent humidity, or highev. To add
irvigation system with spinner misting nozzles. (Available at LOWES) Alte

stone chips on the floor under the plant benches or tables. These can also
 dampened down on a dry day.

- Challenges of Growing Plants in a Greenhouse
£ Molds, fungi and viruses love the warm, humid conditions inside a greenhouse. Ensuve good aiv
civeulation and keep an eye on your plante for peste and diceaces. lsolate affested plants vight away
€0 you can treat them and keep the problew from spreading. Some of the most common insects

¢ are aphids which can be controlled with ladybugs(we order from AMAZON) Spider mites are also

. a common which can be controlled by spraying with a mixture of DAWN dish soap and water
& (2 tablespoons to a gallon of water).

we hope you njoy your greenhouse for many years to come.
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